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not submerged would generate noise as the hydraulic energy is dissipated from the San 
Antonio energy dissipation structure. In addition, because water passing through the 
modified San Antonio Dam could occur at a more frequent rate than has occurred in the 
past, noise generated from water passing through the dam could be greater than existing 
conditions. However, such changes would not be substantial and there are no sensitive 
receptors in the vicinity of these locations. This impact would be less than significant. 

e, f) For a project located within an airport land use plan area, or, within 2 miles of a 
public airport, a public-use airport, or in the vicinity of a private airstrip would the 
project expose people residing or working in the project site to excessive noise levels 
- No Impact 

As discussed in Section VIII, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, the nearest airport to the 
project site is the McMillan Airport on the Camp Roberts Military Reservation, approximately 
7.25 miles away. Other nearby landing strips are found on Fort H unter Liggett Military 
Reservation about 9 miles away and the San Ardo Field at about 9 and 12 miles away, 
respectively. Thus, there are no public or private airports within 2 miles of the project area 
and there would be no impact related to exposing project workers to excessive noise levels 
from nearby airports. 
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Potentially Less Than 
No 

XIII. POPULATION AND HOUSING: Would the project: Significant Significant 
Impact 

Impact Impact 

a) Induce substantial growth in an area, either directly (for 
example, by proposing new homes and businesses) or 

X 
indirectly (for example, through extension of roads or other 
infrastructure)? 

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, necessitating 
X 

the construction of replacement housing elsewhere? 

c) Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating the 
construction of replacement housing elsewhere? 

X 

Explanations 

a) Induce population growth in the project area, either directly or indirectly - Potentially 
Significant 

Throughout the project's construction phase, workers would be temporarily employed at the 
project site. It is anticipated that regional labor could meet the construction workforce 
requirements. While some workers might temporarily relocate from other areas, the increase 
would likely be minor and short-term (approximately 2 years). Existing MCWRA staff would 
conduct long-term operation and maintenance of the project facilities. The project would not 
result in the construction of new homes. With the exception of any new access roads leading 
to project facilities (e.g., intake structure at Nacimiento Reservoir) and relocating any existing 
roads around the perimeter of San Antonio Reservoir, the project would not extend new 
roads into undeveloped areas. No new long-term employment opportunities or substantial 
population growth would occur in the project area due to construction of the proposed project. 

Once construction is complete, reservoir operations would result in increased water storage 
in the two reservoirs. Increased water storage and supply could induce population growth in 
the surrounding areas. Indirect effects on population growth are considered a potentially 
significant impact that would be evaluated further in the EIR. The EIR analysis would identify 
any growth impacts as a result of how the water would be managed and applied to meet 
current and planned future demands, while also meeting other project objectives. The EIR 
evaluation would take into account recent settlement agreements and adopted land use 
plans and policies. 

In addition, the EIR evaluation would also consider secondary impacts of growth on 
resources, such as available water resources, air quality, biological resources, 
cultural/paleontological, prime agricultural lands and agricultural operations, transportation 
and traffic, and other applicable resource topics. 

b, c) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing or substantial numbers of people, 
necessitating the construction of replacement housing elsewhere - Potentially 
Significant 

The proposed project is not expected to displace substantial numbers of existing housing or 
people such that it would require the construction of new housing. However, once 
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construction is complete, the potential increase to the maximum water levels at San Antonio 
Reservoir could impact roads leading to existing scattered homes or private properties and 
roads would be relocated as necessary to ensure access. It is unlikely that any homes would 
be affected by increased surface water levels at San Antonio Reservoir. This issue will be 
evaluated further in the EIR. 
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XIV. PUBLIC SERVICES: Would the project result in substantial 
adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or 
physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically 
altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable 
service ratios, response times or other performance objectives for any 
of the public services: 

a) Fire protection? 

b} Police protection? 

c) Schools? 

d} Parks? 

e) Other public facilities? 

Explanations 

Potentially Less Than 
No 

Significant Significant 
Impact 

Impact Impact 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

a-e) Need for Additional or Physically Altered Public Services or Facilities - Less than 
Significant 

As noted in Section XIII, Population and Housing, above, construction of the proposed 
project would employ construction workers at the project site, which would likely come from 
the regional labor force. While some construction workers could temporarily relocate from 
other areas, the project would not result in a substantial increase in the local population. 
During construction, potential incidents could require law enforcement, fire protection or 
emergency services. However, such increases in incidents would not be anticipated to be of 
a magnitude that they would adversely affect response times or other performance 
objectives of such public services. Potential conflicts with emergency response plans are 
addressed in Section IX, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, and construction-related effects 
on emergency access are described in Section XVI, Transportation and Traffic. 

The proposed project would not result in a permanent increase in the local population. 
Operation and maintenance activities would be similar to other ongoing maintenance 
activities and include routine inspections of the Nacimiento intake facility, San Antonio 
Reservoir outlet facility, tunnel, and modified spillway at San Antonio Reservoir. As a result, 
the project would not result in substantial increases in the demand for police protection, fire 
protection, schools, or other public services. Note that secondary effects on public services 
would be discussed in the EIR's growth analysis, as mentioned in Section XIII, Population 
and Housing, above. 

It should be noted that portions of recreational facilities may be inundated as a result of 
raising the spillway at San Antonio Reservoir. Impacts on parks and recreational resources 
are discussed in Section XV, Recreation, below. 
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XV. RECREATION: Would the project: 

a) Would the project increase the use of existing 
neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational 
facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of 
the facility would occur or be accelerated? 

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or 
require the construction or expansion of recreational 
facilities which might have an adverse physical effect 
on the environment? 

Explanations 

Potentially Less Than 
Significant Significant 

Impact Impact 

X 

X 

a) Increase use of existing parks or recreational facilities - Potentially Significant 

No 
Impact 

During construction of the proposed project, some recreational facilities near the tunnel inlet 
at Nacimiento Reservoir may be temporarily closed. There is also the potential that reservoir 
elevations would be lowered during construction, which could compromise the use of 
existing boat ramps at the reservoirs, and perhaps cause temporary closure in some 
instances. Short-term closure of some recreational facilities and uses at the two reservoirs 
could temporarily increase use of other existing recreational lakes and facilities in Monterey 
and San Luis Obispo Counties. In addition, the lowering of the water level at both reservoirs 
during construction, if necessary, could effect on-water recreational opportunities and 
thereby increase use of other recreational lakes in the project vicinity. While a short-term 
impact, this impact is considered potentially significant and will be evaluated further in the 
EIR. 

As noted in Section XIII, Population and Housing, the proposed project would not result in 
construction of homes or businesses and therefore would not increase the number of 
residents in the project vicinity. As such, once the project is completed, the project would not 
increase the use of recreational parks or other recreational facilities in the area. 

b) Creation of new or altered recreational facilities - Potentially Significant 

Recreational facilities at San Antonio Reservoir currently include a marina, several day use 
areas, 26 miles of trails, and 500 campsites (See Monterey 2016) on the south shore, and 
day use areas and a boat launch on the north shore. The proposed project would rarely 
allow the level of the reservoir to rise approximately 1 0  feet, but this occasional increase 
could potentially inundate some of the existing recreational facilities. The impacts to existing 
recreational facilities associated with San Antonio Reservoir's new inundation level will be 
analyzed in the EIR. This will include consideration of infrastructure on the north and south 
shores, including boat ramps, infrastructure associated with the South Shore marina, 
campgrounds, picnic and swimming areas, and associated infrastructure such as parking 
lots, Recreational Vehicle hookups, restrooms, showers, campsites, etc. The EIR analysis 
will consider the elevation of these facilities and identify the need for removal, relocation, 
and reconstruction where applicable. 

Initial Study 
Interlake Tunnel and Spillway Modification Project 

Page 47 April 2016 



Monterey County Water 
Resources Agency 

Recreational access would also be temporarily restricted around the inlet and outlet portals 
at Nacimiento and San Antonio Reservoirs during the construction phase. Reservoir 
dewatering to keep the work area dry could affect recreational opportunities, including 
swimming, boating, water-skiing, camping, and fishing. This impact is considered potentially 
significant and will be evaluated further in the EIR. 

In addition, potential changes in reservoir levels due to the operation of the project have the 
potential to result in conflicts with established recreational opportunities at the reservoirs. 
This impact could be considered potentially significant and will be evaluated further in the 
EIR. 
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XVI. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC: Would the project: 

a) Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or policy 
establishing measures of effectiveness for the performance 
of the circulation system, taking into account all modes of 
transportation including mass transit and non-motorized 
travel and relevant components of the circulation system, 
including but not limited to intersections, streets, highways 
and freeways, pedestrian and bicycle paths, and mass 
transit? 

b) Conflict with an applicable congestion management 
program, including, but not limited to level of service 
standards and travel demand measures, or other 
standards established by the county congestion 
management agency for designated roads or highways? 

c) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including either an 
increase in traffic levels or a change in location that results 
in substantial safety risks? 

d) Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature 
(e.g., sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or 
incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)? 

e) Result in inadequate emergency access? 

f) Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs 
regarding public transit, bicycle, or pedestrian facilities, or 
otherwise decrease the performance or safety of such 
facilities? 

Explanations 

Potentially Less Than 
No 

Significant Significant 
Impact 

Impact Impact 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

a, b) Conflict with applicable circulation plans, ordinances or policies; conflict with an 
applicable congestion management program - Potentially Significant 

Construction activities would result in an increase in roadway traffic in both Monterey County 
and San Luis Obispo County. While the haul route(s) has not yet been determined, initial 
mobilization and import of construction equipment and materials could use Nacimiento Lake 
Drive, Vista Road, and possibly Interlake Road. Hauling of spoils from tunneling to disposal 
sites may also use these roadways. Although not many, there are some residences in the 
project vicinity that would be temporarily affected by short-term traffic increases. 

All construction contractor parking, equipment, and materials would be stored at designated 
staging areas. 
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Traffic patterns would return to similar conditions once construction is complete. Operational 
traffic would include MCWRA personnel conducting inspections and routine maintenance 
and would be at a level similar to current operations. There would be no permanent changes 
to level of service standards, travel demands, or congestion after project construction. 

Nonetheless, transportation effects during the construction phase (lasting approximately 2 
years) constitute a potentially significant impact that will be further evaluated in the EIR. 

c) Change in air traffic patterns - No Impact 

There are no airports in the near vicinity of the project area. As such, the project would not 
affect existing air traffic patterns during construction. 

d) Increased hazards due to design features - Potentially Significant 

During the construction phase, initial mobilization and import of project materials from off­
site locations, and spoils disposal, would result in heavy vehicles and equipment accessing 
the work areas via Nacimiento Lake Drive, Vista Road, and possibly Interlake Road. While 
there are few residences nearby, the presence of large, slow-moving equipment along these 
roads could result in temporary safety hazards. 

The project involves construction of new access roads at Nacimiento Reservoir (e.g., near 
the intake structure) and at San Antonio Reservoir to access the tunnel portal location. The 
project may also require improvements to existing roads around the perimeter of San 
Antonio Reservoir to avoid potential inundation due to future reservoir operations and high 
water flow events. New access roads and necessary roadway improvements would be 
designed and constructed according to applicable road standards and improved roadways 
would provide at least the same traffic capacity as the existing roads. While increased 
hazards due to design of future roads are not expected to be substantial, this impact will be 
further evaluated in the EIR. 

e) Inadequate emergency access - Potentially Significant 

In the event that project construction requires temporary lane closures or detours on 
Nacimiento Lake Drive, Vista Road, Interlake Road, and other nearby roads such as the 
entrance gate to Nacimiento Resort, such closures or detours have the potential to interfere 
with implementation of County emergency response or emergency evacuation plans, 
including access for emergency providers (police and fire). 

As described above, the project may also require improvements to existing roads around the 
perimeter of San Antonio Reservoir to avoid future inundation. While the road improvements 
would likely be designed and constructed according to applicable County road standards, 
because these designs have not yet been developed, impacts regarding inadequate 
emergency access are considered potentially significant. This issue will be further evaluated 
in the EIR. 

f) Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs regarding public transit, bicycle, or 
pedestrian facilities - Less than Significant 

The project would not conflict with or prevent implementation of adopted policies, plans, or 
programs regarding alternative transportation. There are no public transit services that 
would be affected in the project vicinity. There are no bicycle lanes on Nacimiento Lake 
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Drive or Vista Road. Existing bicycle lanes on Interlake Road would not be permanently 
removed or altered as part of the project. 
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Potentially Less Than 
No 

XVII. UTILITES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS: Would the project: Significant Significant 
Impact 

Impact Impact 

a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable 
X 

Regional Water Quality Control Board? 

b) Require or result in the construction of new water or 
wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of existing 

X 
facilities, the construction of which could cause significant 
environmental effects? 

c) Require or result in the construction of new storm water 
drainage facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the 

X 
construction of which could cause significant environmental 
effects? 

d) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project 
from existing entitlements and resources, or are new or X 
expanded entitlements needed? 

e) Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment 
provider which serves or may serve the project that it has 

X 
adequate capacity to serve the project's projected demand in 
addition to the provider's existing commitments? 

f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity to 
accommodate the project's solid waste disposal needs? 

X 

g) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations 
X 

related to solid waste? 

Explanations 

a, b, e) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the Regional Water Quality Control 
Board, require the construction of new water or wastewater treatment facilities, or 
result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider that serves or may 
serve the project that it has inadequate capacity to serve the project's projected 
demand in addition to the provider's existing commitments - Less than Significant 

During project construction, portable toilets would be provided at the construction work 
areas and wastewater generated from construction employees would be disposed at an 
appropriate wastewater treatment facility. The project would comply with all State, Regional 
Water Quality Control Board and local requirements related to disposal of sewage, and daily 
wastewater generated at the construction sites would not exceed wastewater treatment 
requirements. While the project may require construction of new restroom facilities to 
replace any that would otherwise be affected by the increased reservoir levels at San 
Antonio Reservoir, the project would not result in the generation of additional wastewater 
requiring treatment and disposal. As such, the project would have less-than-significant 
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impacts associated with wastewater treatment requirements and wastewater treatment 
demands. 

c) Require the construction of new stormwater drainage facilities or expansion of 
existing facilities - Potentially Significant 

The project may involve construction of new stormwater drainage facilities on new access 
roads both in the vicinity of Nacimiento Reservoir and San Antonio Reservoir. Aside from 
new access roads, the project does not include any other facilities that would substantially 
result in increased impervious surfaces that could increase stormwater flows. See Sections 
VI, Geo logy and Soils, and IX, Hydrology and Water Quality, for further discussion of 
potential stormwater drainage impacts associated with the project during and after project 
construction. This impact would be less than significant. 

d) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project from existing 
entitlements and resources - Less than Significant 

During project construction, water needed for dust control purposes would likely be trucked 
in to the work areas. Operation of the project would not increase water supply demand. The 
project would increase water supply sustainability for Monterey County by increasing the 
collective amount of water stored in Nacimiento Reservoir and San Antonio Reservoir. 

f, g) Comply with all applicable regulations related to solid waste and have available 
landfill capacity to accommodate the project's solid waste disposal needs, and 
comply with federal, state and local statutes and regulations related to solid waste -
Potentially Significant 

Active landfills in Monterey County include the Johnson Canyon Sanitary Landfill and Marina 
Landfill (CalRecycle 2016a). Landfills in San Luis Obispo County include the City of Paso 
Robles Landfill, Camp Roberts Landfill, and Cold Canyon Landfill (CalRecycle 2016b). 

Project construction would generate solid waste associated with various construction 
activities. Tunnel construction would involve excavation of a substantial volume of soil, and 
waste would also be generated from site demolition and modifications due to construction of 
modifications to the spillway at the San Antonio Reservoir. Although spoil disposal sites 
have not yet been determined, the majority of spoils removed from the tunnel portals and 
tunnel excavation are expected to be disposed locally. Some or all of the demolition debris 
generated by the San Antonio Dam spillway modifications could be recycled, reused, and/or 
disposed of locally, while other material may require disposal at one of the operating landfills 
in Monterey County or San Luis Obispo County. However, because the project's soil 
excavation volumes and other demolition/debris volumes and the extent to which such 
material could be recycled or reused have not yet been evaluated, impacts on remaining 
landfill capacity and compliance with applicable solid waste regulations are considered 
potentially significant, and will therefore, be evaluated further in the EIR. 
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XVIII. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE: Does the 
project: 

a) Have the potential to degrade the quality of the 
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or 
wildl ife species, cause a fish or wildl ife population to drop 
below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant 
or animal community, reduce the number or restrict the 
range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or eliminate 
important examples of the major periods of California 
history or prehistory? 

b) Have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable? ("Cumulatively considerable" means that 
the incremental effects of a project are considerable when 
viewed in connection with the effects of the past projects, 
the effects of other current projects, and the effects of 
probable future projects.) 

c) Have environmental effects which will cause substantial 
adverse effects on human beings, either directly or 
indirectly? 

Explanations 

Potentially Less Than 
No 

Significant Significant 
Impact 

Impact Impact 

X 

X 

X 

a) Potentially Significant Impacts. Construction activities of the proposed project could result 
in potentially significant impacts on special-status plant and animal species and cultural and 
historical resources. These issues will be evaluated in the project EIR. 

b) Potentially Significant Impacts. As defined by the State of California, cumulative impacts 
reflect "the change in the environment which results from the incremental impact of the 
project when added to other closely related past, present, and reasonably foreseeable 
probable future projects. Cumulative impacts can result from individually minor but 
collectively significant projects taking place over a period of time" (CEQA Guidelines, 
§ 1 �355[b]).-

The degree to which project effects would contribute to a significant cumulative impact will 
be evaluated in the EIR. To meet the adequacy standard established by the CEQA 
Guidelines section 1 5 1 30, the EIR will identify past, present, and reasonably probable future 
projects producing related or cumulative impacts. Other projects or plans in the geographic 
scope of the proposed project may include projects in the Salinas River watershed, such as 
the Salinas Valley Water Project and the Salinas River Stream Maintenance Program. 

c) Potentially Significant Impacts. Construction activities of the proposed project could result 
in direct adverse impacts on people due to effects, such as air pollutant and GHG 
emissions. Operation of the proposed project could substantially benefit people through 
providing increased water supply sustainability and enhanced flood protection for the 
Salinas Valley through increased water storage capacity at San Antonio Reservoir. This 
topic will be evaluated in the EIR. 
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C. DETERMINATION 

On the basis of this initial evaluation: 

I find that the proposed Project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the 
environment, and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the 
environment, there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions to the 
project have been made by or agreed to by the Project proponent. A MITIGATED 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

X 
I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and 
an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required. 

I find that the proposed project MAY have an impact on the environment that is 
"potentially significant" or "potentially significant unless mitigated" but at least one effect 
(1)  has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal 
standards and (2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier 
analysis, as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is 
required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed. 

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the 
environment, because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed 
adequately in an earlier ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT or NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or 
mitigated pursuant to that earlier ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT or NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the 
Project, nothing further is required. 

cl?Jtwr.td {: ��� 2S ?7ywa4 20 1 6  

Signature 

David Chardavoyne 
General Manager 
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